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Lille, 8th October;  Courtrai, i^th October

Once more Haig struck, with the whole weight
of his Armies. By the middle of October the
Germans had been driven out of the last section
of the Hindenburg line, back to and across the
River Selle, while on the left the British Army,
operating with the Belgians, had forced their way
forward to the Scheldt. The great industrial area
of Flanders and northern France was freed from
the German hold, and at last the whole Belgian
coast was in Allied hands. It remained only to
reap the final fruits of victory of the great series
of battles. On the ist of November, Haig
delivered his last and decisive blow. But by now
it was a pursuit more than a battle against an
organised Army. Here and there part of the
German line still offered stubborn resistance, but
in ten days Haig drove the Armies forward and
seized the vital lateral railway communications.
The German Army stood divided into two por-
tions by the great natural obstacle of the Ardennes.
The manoeuvre which Ludendorff had attempted
against the Allies in the spring had been accom-
plished by Haig against the Germans in the
autumn.

The German Armies, beaten to their knees and
utterly demoralised, had no alternative but to
seek what terms they could get from their victors.

The repercussion of the early success in August
and September had brought the Bulgarians in the
far-distant Balkans to sue for an armistice. By